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£0. 12356: pec: 2 OAR 
SUBJECT: BISHOP VECe ATTACKED FOR WIS WASHINGTON RENARKS 


RONE FOR EMBASSY VATICAN CINFO) » . 


1. (U> PRO-GON DAILIES BARRICADA AND Et NUEYO DIARIO (END 
REACTED STRONGLY ON MARCH 7 TO THE NEWS THAT MONSIGNOR 
PABLO ANTONIO VEGA, BISHOP OF JUIGALPA, HAD APPEARED AT A \ 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION FUNCTION WITH RESISTANCE LEADERS 
eureon sree < re ANO on cece HAD MADE STATE- 
ACKING THE S NISTAS SUPPORTING PRESIDENT 
REAGAN’ 3 EFFORT TO OBTAIN 100 BILLION DOLLARS FOR. THE 
INSURGENTS. BARRICADA ANNOUNCED IN BANNER. HEADLINES THAT 
GAMESOENTENG 
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\ VEGA'S TIES TO THE CIA AND THE CONTRAS HAD BEEN UNCOVERED, 











WHILE END CALLEO HIS REMARKS “INFAMOUS.” 


2. (U) BARRICADA OF MARCH 7 DEVOTED ALMOST A QUARTER OF 
ITS FOUR PAGE ISSUE CAND MOST OF THE FIRST PAGE) TO 
ATTACKING VEGA. IN AN UNUSUAL FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL IT 


‘REBUKED THE BISHOP FOR BEING INVOLVED IN “A POLITICAL ACT 


HANOING A 

SAM-LIKE FIGURE AS HE NAILED SOMEONE TO A CROSS, WHILE 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD WATCHED. THE EDITORIAL yin 
ACCOMPANIED BY ACCOUNTS OF VEGA’S STATEMENTS, REPORTEO B 
EFE AND THE NICARAGUAN NEWS SERVICE, ANO CONCLUDED oan ee 
VEGA HAD “OFFENDEO AND MADE INDIGNANT” THE THOUSANDS 
ror OF an aeace nes were acare WARNEO THAT VEGA MAS 

OMMITTED A GRAVE ERROR OF ALCULABLE CONSEQUENCE FOR 
THE CREDIBILITY OF THE CATHOLIC ‘HIERARCHY .” 
3. (CU) EL NUEVO DIARIO, 
RAN A SPECIAL “FOCUS” ARTICLE IN BOLO TYPE ON 


TOTALLY ALIEN TO HIS PASTORAL MISSION.” AN ACCOMPANYING 
CARTOON SHOWED THE 81SHCP HAMMER TO AN UNCLE- 


INNOCENT VICTIN OF THE USG. IT HOPES TO USE THE BISHOP! s 

'N_ APPEARANCE. WETH CALERO, BERMUDEZ AND CRUZ ALSO._TO . 
DISCREDIT THE CHURCH, NOT ONLY AS A CRITIC OR, POTENTIAL 
CORESSENT RES : 
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MEDIATOR CIN THE EVES OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD), BUT ALSO AS A “a 


CENTER OF POL Pe IN NICARAGUA. ° nee To O STRIKE. 
BACK PUBLICLY Mt “the F IN JANUARY, N -PRO-GON HEOIA 


’ TRIED TO PAINT HIM AS A R Bisnor THE SANDINISTAS COULO LIVE 


WITH, VEGA HAS NOW HAD THE LAST WORD, FOR NOW. BERGOLD 


WACURED | 


